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FOREWORD 


Dr, Birinchi Kumar Barua is one of the distinguished 
band of young scholars who have devoted themselves to the 
elucidation of the chequered annals of Bharata-Varsha. 
His A Cultural History of Assam has already won the appro¬ 
bation of scholars. The present treatise entitled Early 
Geography of Assam attempts to throw light on the phy- 
- -: gnomy and topography of the State of Assam, watered by 
the Brahmaputra, which played an important part in the 
m story of Eastern India and holding within its embrace 
ny sacred spots. It has been said that <f Geographic and 
. m onologie are the Sunne and the Mo one, the right eye and 
u eye of all history ”, Any endeavour to bring before 
--Aars all relevant facts about the geography of an inte- 
' n part of India is of inestimable value to the history of 
— country as a whole. Dr, B. K. Barua has made an 
truer. attempt to make his work useful to students not 
w :: the history of Assam, but of the land Bharata as a 
~ An interesting fact of Assamese topography, as that 

India and Indonesia, is the recurrence of place- 
■ : river-names familiar to students of Cis-Brahma- 

• e.g. the Bhadra. Bhubanesvara(i), Brahmagiri, 
Chandrabhaga, (Mt.) Gandhari, Godavari, 

- T.i. C-: vardhana, Kanakhala, Kedara, Kundina, Maha- 
-' 2i - ■ - ' - -- y arnika, Narmada, Sarasvati, Sravasti, Uddi- 
“ ^ » Draranl Varuna, etc. 







- -L the etymology of Pragjyotisa (p. 7) one 

: know how Upajyotisa of the Bfihat Sam - 

^ ; eut.ained on the Austric theory. Regarding 

srizx. l er._ n may be invited to Sylvain Levi’s “ Pre 


a vidian in India” translated by Bagchi 
• r __ Barua’s monograph reaches a second 
bacz*:t: note on the territorial divisions (e.g. 
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B OREWORD 


Bhukti, Vimya, etc.) mainly based on epigraphie data will 
be of considerable help to students of Political and Admi¬ 
nistrative History. The problem of the inclusion of North 
Bengal including the Pundravardhana Bhukti beyond the 
Karat ova within Assam may not be accepted by all scholars. 
On the whole the work of Dr. Barua is an important con¬ 
tribution to the subject with which it deals. Similar mono¬ 
graphs on the States which constitute the Republic of India 
will be of great help to the study of the history of our 
country. 


Calcutta University, 
3rd of June 1952. 


H. C. Raychaudhuki 




PREFACE 


This monograph attempts at presenting a reJigio-geographical 

- . . _ro of early Assam as can be gleaned mainly from the Kalikd 
’ Aut, the Yogini Tantra and the Haragcmrisamvdda. All refer- 

are to the Calcutta edition of the Kalikd. Purdna and the 
1 . zihay edition of the Yogini Tantra. The first attempt to com- 
. a list of sacred hills, and hillocks of Kamrup from the Kalikd 

- na and the Yogim Tantra was made in saka year 1634 or 
1"12 A.D. under the orders of the Ahom King Kudra Singha, 
7_ie list along with another topographical list of springs and rivers 

Kamrup prepared by the late Sanmath Bam a (d. 1934) of 
. ' :-~.ata, Kamrup, appeared in the Kdrnarupa Buranji edited 
: Dr, 8, K, Bhuyan, and published by the Department of His to- 
r :A and Antiquarian Studies, Government of Assam (1930), A 
--.r- of contributions on early geography of Assam mainly from 
A " Purdna and the Yogim Tantra appeared from time to time 
"he pages of the now defunct Assamese journals Bdhi 
Avdhana. The chief contributions published serially in 
.-se two journals were Asdmara Purdvrtta and Kdmarupar 
A :ha Vivcimm by the late Ananda Chandra Agra walla, 

- £ Betdla-Bhairavar Kamrup Agaraan and Kdmriip Pradarsan 

die late Sonar am Choudhury* These contributions have 
eer consulted in preparing the topographical list embodied 
tins monograph. Further, in identifying some of the 
. I have referred to A Geographical Sketch of Assam com¬ 
piled by Wade as early as in 1800 A.D. mid edited by Sri Benu- 
Sharma, 1927 and by Dr. S. K P Bhuyan, M.A. : B.L., Ph,D. 
l:m,h in the pages of the Assam Review, Calcutta (1928 and 
1329 VoL I), I have also verified some names from the District 
.■: eers of Assam, 

I am grateful to Dr. B. Kakati, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, 

. Aiati University^ for having first drawn my attention to the sub- 
:.: a_id offered some valuable suggestions, I am thankful to 
Sr. Makes war Neog, M.A., of the Assamese Department for help 
_i i.sparing the itinerary of Sankaradeva; to Shri Jogeswar 
U.A>, Librarian, Gauhati University Library, for arranging 
. .graphical names in alphabetical order and to Shri 
F iihuilaiiafta Goswami, M.A. 
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PREFACE 


Thanks arc due to our scholar Vice-Chancellor, Shri K. K. 
Handiqui, M.A. (Cal, et Oxen.), for having created proper 
atmosphere and furnished necessary stimulus under the Clauhati 
University for advanced studies and research. Lastly. I am 
specially indebted to Dr. H. C. Raychaudhuri, M.A., Ph.D. 
Carmichael Professor, Calcutta University who has very kindly 


written the foreword. 





B, K. Barua 
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Early Geography of Assam 

I. SOURCE 

The Kdlikft Puma 1 and the Yogim Twntnfi are the main 

SS1i" ical information of A — Like - 

/u? anas they contain sections on geography. The land-grant 
opper-plates of the early kings of Assam also incidentally refer 

i ant °oTlat C f ^ Options ^inly recorded 

or The L t Brahnianas, and as such they mention the village 
or the territory wherein the land was situated; in describing the 
eight-boundaries of the land thm, B i„ t ’ g e 

rivers forests .ndTui T! . ° refer to sur ^unding 

1 . ’ ' ’ an d E. Early Assamese literature specially the 

biographies of Sahkaradeva (1449-1569 4 D 1 the v - ” 
apostle of a ? m ™ j K y A ' U > the Vaisnavite 

ittoe a„ „f 2 to “ ameS ° f Pk0eS C ° nneCted wi ‘l> 
y 01 both Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva. 

mainwf-^ ?*** a 1 md the YoSfi ™ TaMm h ° th «* devoted 
amly to the religious history of medieval Assam, They there¬ 
to! mC ° rp0rate m them th e topographic, sacra, that is, places 

hiUocks ' lakos - p “ ds ' 

iests sacred to various gods and goddesses.* The topography 
o the m S c„p, i011s .. W ell as of early Assamese 

J° “ d "*? C ‘ h6s , and villa S es - Thus in all these we not only 

of the onT ” S,Ve liSt ° f WT.es but also a pictu e 

of the entire country of the time when these tents were compiled 

Furthe ftew re .r 0r ‘’ ed “” d the literalura was a °»'rosed.’ 

of Arya'nisatio oTI.* , “ fo ™ ation ab °“‘ *• Bradual process 

Aryamsatipn of the country. I„ this respect the names them- 


p }■ H G ° de , pU |f th ® c,ate of the K - P. before 1000 A.D., J o R „„ 289 n 4 
Ka C, Ha/,ra holds that the present- K P n i *1 , „ 

earlier work of that name mentioned in the listTu f t ? T* from an 
which was compiled between 650 A.D. to 900 A.D AB ofTxXlT 

4 * Mostly in chaps. 77, 78 and 7? nf th» r d . i . nn 
of rivers and chanter 82 ™ 1 * e K ' Pl ’ ch apter 80 contains names 

cnaptei 32 gives an account of the origin of the Brahmaputra. 
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selves are significant as most of the topographical names are 
Sanskrit with a sprinkling of Prakritie elements* 

The geographical knowledge of the people was much advanced 
and they were acquainted with the shape } size and other features 
of the country. The system of naming even small hillocks, rivulets, 
ponds, etc., with their exact locations shows clearly the expansion 
of geographical knowledge. Scrupulous care was taken to describe 
each place with exactness and in details. Distance was measured 
by yojana ? kroscdhtmu. hast a, anguli and by the method of throw¬ 
ing arrows. It is interesting to note that map-making was known; 
for it was recorded in the Chinese chronicle that king Bhaskara- 
varman sent to the Chinese emperor a map of liis kingdom through 
two Chinese envoys Wang Hiuan-tzu and Li Yi-piao who visited the 
court of Harsavardhana (Chatterji: Kirdta Jana Rrti } p. 51), 

The Geograx^hical knowledge expanded along with the develop¬ 
ment of political, commercial and religious activities of the people. 
Elsewhere we have described the early trade-routes which connect¬ 
ed Assam with India, Burma and China, In this connection the 
itinerary of Sahkaradeva is also very valuable as it provides us 
with a picture of internal communications. During the medieval 
period Assam attained ultra-sacredness and became a land of 
pith as and tirthas. 

II. PITHA AND TIRTHA 

The origin of the institution of pltha is described in the Rdlika 
Parana in the chapter on Daksa-Yajha, It says that after the 
destruction of Daksa’s sacrifice Siva carried the dead body of Sati 
on his shoulder and wandered over the earth in frantic sorrow. 
Brahma, Visnu and Sani then conspired to deprive £iva of his 
wife’s body and free him from infatuation. These three gods^ 
thereupon, entered into the dead body of Sati and disposed of it 
limb by Iimb. 4a The places where pieces of Satfs dead body fell 
are said to have become plthas i.e., sacred places for worship of the 
goddess in her different forms and as much of the eastern land as 

4a. Atha sokavimiidhatmd vilapan vrsahhadhvajah 
Jagdma pmeyadesdmstu skandhe krtva satisavam 
VnmaUavadgaccliatosya d-rstvd bh&vctm divaukasah 
Brahmddydscintaydma^uh savahhmm&anakarmani 
Haragdirasya sayisparsdeehavo ntiyt tm visirnat&m 
Gamisyati katham ta.smddasya bhramso bhavisyati 
Hi s ancmtayanta ste Brdhm avUnussariaiscardh 
SatUav dntarv iv isurti,drsyd yo gamdyayd 
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was covered by wandering Siva with Sail’s body on his shoulder 
should be regarded as sacrificial land ( Y ajnodaka demh), The 
early Furanas and the Tantras, however, make mention only of the 
four important plthas {c citus pitha). For example, the Buddhist 
work the Hevajra Tantra, a fairly early work of the 8th century 
A.D. mentions (1) Jalandhar a, (2) Odiyana, (3) Pmmagiri and 
(4) K&marwpa, The Kdlika Purdna also refers to this traditional 
list of catns pltha, namely, (i) Odra, seat of the goddess KatyayanI 
and Jagannatha, in the west, (ii) Jalasaila, seat of the goddess 
Candi and God Mahadeva, in the north, (iii) Purna or Pumasaila 
(Pumagiri), seat of the goddess Purnesvari and god Mahanatha, 
in the south, and (iv) Kamarupa, seat of Karnes var I and Karnes- 
vara in the east. 4b The SddhanamMd^ another Buddhist text, 
substitutes Srlhatta (Sylhet) for Jalandhar a or Jalasaila. The 
Kdlika Parana in another chapter, however, refers to seven pithas, 

Pravttydtha savarn devah khandasaste satlsava m 
Ehutale pdtaydmdsuh sthdne sthdne visesatah 

(. K . P, Ch. 18). 

4b. Qdmhhyam prathamam pitham dmtlycim jalasailakam / 

Triiyam purnupiihantu kamurupam caturihakam / / 

Odmpithcwri pascime tu tathaiv o ddresvarlm sivdm / 

Kdtydyamm jagannathmiodresinca prapujayet / / 

Uttare pujayet pitham prasastam jalasailakam. / 

Jdlesvaram mahadevam can-dim- jalesuarim tathd / 
Dirghikancogracandanca tatraiva pa-ripujayet // 

Daksine purnasailantu tathd purnesvarlm M-vmn / 

Purnandtham mahdndthara savojamatha candik&m.- / / 
Pujaycddamanldevim santamapi tathd swam / 

Kdmarupam mahdpitham tathd kdmesvarhn sivdm / / 

Nilahca parvatasrestham natham kdmesvaram tathd / 

Pujayeddvdri purve tu kramadetamstii bhairava / / 

(K. P. Ch 64,) 

Sarvadevaih sarvatlrthaih sarvaksetraistathaiva ca / 

Etadvydptam kamarupam n atony adm d y ate par am / / 

I dam pitham samasddya devatvam ydnti mdnuvah / 

Amrtattvam ganatvahca tatra sakto yamo nahi / / 

C K. P. Ch. 8L) 

Kamariipa Pltha is also known as Yonipitha (Y.T. 1/11). Also; 
Yonipitham kdmagirau kdmdkhyd tatra devatd / 

Yatrdste trigundtitd raktapasdnarupim / / 

Yatrdste mddhavah saksadumanande^tha bhairav&h / 

Sarvddd vihareddevl tatra muktima samsayah / / 

Tatra srlbhairavl devi tatra- ca ksetradevatd / 

Pmcandacandika tatra matahgl tripurdmhikd / 

Vagadd karaald tatra bhuva/neii mdhumim / / 

Pithanirnaya (Quoted from D. C. Sirkar ; 

The Sakta Prtham, Ibid, p, 47-49), 
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namely, (1) Devikuta, where Sati’s two feet fell and where the 
Devi is Mahabhaga ; (2) Uddiyana where the two thighs fell and 
where the Devi is Katyayam ; (3) Kamagiri in Kamarupa where 
the pudendum muUebre fell and the Devi is ama r } a , 
locality in the eastern border of Kamarupa where the naval Ml and 
where the Devi is Dikkarav.asini; (5) Jalandhara where the two 
breasts fell and where the Devi is Candi; (6) Purnagiri where the 
neck and shoulders fell and where the Devi is Primes van; (0 a 
place on the borders of Kamarupa where the head fell and where 
the Devi is LalitakfintaA It. is noteworthy that of these seven 
pithas, no less than three, are in Kamarupa. The Yog ini T antra 
says that different pithas were considered specially sacred m 
different Yugas and Kamarupa burst into prominence in the Kali 

Age : 


Uddiyanasya devesi prddurbhd-vah kftayuge 
Purnasailasya Samblzutistretayuge mukhebhamt 
Dvdpare jcdasailasya Kdmdkhyd sa Kalau Yuge 
Ghorasya Kalipapasya Vimsayo, rnahesvan. 


The fact that the Pur anas and the Tantras have given much pro¬ 
minence to Kamarupa pltha alone suggests that Kamarupa became 
unrivalled as a centre of Tantric worship by absorbing the 


4c. Devikute pddayugmam praxharaam nyapatat tyitau J 
Uddlyane coruyugmam hitdya jagatdm iaiha / / 
Kamarupe kdmagirau nyapatat yonwianxUilam / 

Tatraiva nyap atari - b bum an purvato ndbhi mandalam / / 
Mandhare smrnyugana sijarnfitearibhusitam / / 
Ayisagrivam pu}*xiag%rau kdniarv/pdttatah sirati / / 
Y&vadbhuvavp gate bhargah samdd&ya satwavam / 
Prdcyesu y&jTuico d cstLsi t &r cid er ft prakrivttitah f / 


Yatra yatrdpatan satydstaddpddd debt jab / 

Tatra tatra xnahddevah smymn Ungasvwxiipadhrk / / 


Uevikute mah&devi mahdbhdgeti giyate / 
Satipadayim Uno yoganidrd jagatprablmh / / 
Kdtydyanl aoddiyake kdmdkhyd kdmaruqmu / 
Pitrnesvari purnagirau gkau / / 

Purvdnte kdmctrupctsya devl dikkaravdsinl 
Tatka laimkdnteti yoganidrd praghjate ( f 

(K. P. Ch, 18,} 
















S 

^ JH-.ZT'I. 

j£u r; 


C.'A' K Ay/v T 


H ILL 5 




Jiarpita m §,*< 
.■■■ WajV / 

" < r_, j£- 


y/lW 


A 5 G 
f-nr-JlLS ' 


G A ft 0 KJ[*5 J A t A i NT J 

*" A ,.' J - M- ^' ,LJ j 1 L - J 

ffirfs J LL Wn 


1 %CAC H 




t LF S H A ( 


M|LL$ 


APPROXIMATE BOUNDARIES 
OFTHEFOURPITHASOF 
ANCIENT ASSAM. 










































EARLY GEOGRAPHY OF ASSAM 5 

popularity of their YonLtlrthas of ancient India at a fairly early 
date. 4d 

By the time of the compilation of these texts pilgrimage had 
grown all over the province from Karate ya to Bralimakunda. 
These sacred places are very ingenuously described by the author 
of the Kdlikd Purdna in alluding to the visit of Be tala and Bhairava 
in Kamarupa, Every river, spring or hill was considered to be 
holy and seat of gods and goddesses. In this connection the 
following verses from the Kaliha Purdna and the Yogim Tantra 
are significant; 

Tatsamd Kdmarupe tu sarvatraiva jale sthale 
Sarvasrestho yatha Visnurlaksnnh sarvottamd yaiha 
Devtpujd taihd sastd Kdmarupe Surdlaye 
Deviksetram Kdmarupavi vidyatenyan-na tatsam&m 
Anyatra virald Devi Kdmarupe grhe grim ( K.P.Ch . 5S) 

.*■ +.'fi 

Jale sthale Kdmarupe pujandnea samam phalam 
Kdmarupe yathd Visnuli sarvasresthd Laksml Mahesvari 
Kdmarupe tathd devi-pujd sarvotiamd smrtd 
Kdmarupam deviksetram kutmpi tat samam na ca 
Anyatra virald Devi Kdmarupe grhe grhe (Y.T. II/Vi-150) 

The institution of pilgrimage alone increased the geographical 
knowledge of the people. In connection with pilgrimage these 
texts contain elaborate information of places, cities, villages, rivers, 
lakes, springs, hills, mountains, parks, and forests. The geographi¬ 
cal information incorporated in these two texts, inscriptions and 
in early Assamese literature has been for the first time compiled 
here with a view to make it available for ready reference. Most 
of the observations made there appear to be correct and accurate. 
Some of these names, however, are now difficult to identify and 
locate. This is due to the fact that some names have changed 
beyond recognition ; some of the places, streams, rivers totally 
disappeared from the face of the earth without leaving any trace 
due to natural and political cataclysms. In spite of this the majority 
of names, however, stand verification. 

III. PRAGJYOTISA 

Assam is a part of the country known in ancient times as Prag^ 
jyotisa, By this name the country was known in the great epics, 

4d. D. C. Sirkar, The Saktapithas, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Bengal. Letters , Volume XIV. Ho. 1, 1918, p. 15. 

2 
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the Rami.yana and the Mahubhurata, as well as in some of the 
principal Puranas. 

Pragjyotisa was a famous kingdom in early times and is often 
mentioned in the Mahdbhdrata. The references to it however are 
rat ler perplexing for in some passages it is called a MIeccha King¬ 
dom ruled over by king Bhagadatta who is always spoken of in 
respectful and even eulogistic terms (Sabha; Udyoga and Kama) 
and m other passages it is called a Danava or Asura Kingdom ruled 
over by the demons Naraka and Muru (Vana ; Udyoga; Hari V ■ 
Ram-ayaim) while in some other passages the allusions seem mixed 
e.g. Sabha seems to call Bhagadatta a Yavana. The second class of 
passages occur I believe only in descriptions of Krishna’s exploits, 
they are spoilt by hyperbolical laudation and are probably later 

lmi fc r r C: ! aSS ' Pragjyotisa was placed in the North region 
f abha; Vand) but was also considered to be in the East as in the 
text here North of it seemingly lay tracts called Antargiri, Vahir- 
gnu and Upagm (Sabha.) which appear to he the lower slopes of 
die Himalayas and. the Terai; and it was close to the mountains for 
Bhagadatta is called Sailalaya (Stn) . It bordered on the Kirgtas 
and Cmas for they formed his retinue (Sabha, Udyoga). He also 
drew his troops from among the people who dwelt in the marshy 
regions near the sea, Sagardnupa (Sabha, Kama ) and it is even 

reln^r? S ^n ^ these marshy 

egions only be the alluvial tracts and islands near the mouths of 

j . anr tbe Bra hrnaputra as they existed anciently These 
data indicate that Pragjyotisa comprised the whole of North Bengal 
proper. The Raghu Vamsa places it seemingly beyond the Brail- 
maputra (HI. 81), but Kalidasa was a littleAtpaLin " dSari 
geogiap y, its capital was called Pragjyotisa also. Although 
he people were MIeccha* the Rdmdyana ascribes the founding of 

Udlr Am“ ? rta ? aSl ° ne of the sons o£ a great king Kusa 
bharltn ■ ll t rajaS /; t le name is § eneral| y written in the Maha- 

*■ Mng 

tortohfeV 71 Tf fca 'f eya Purdm Plaees Pragjyotisa on the face of the 

as Sin h V m 0 m w ° Ued “ the li5t ° f the P“P lea of the east 
S by Varahamihira in the Brhat Samhitd. 7 The same state- 

V*xm Sh B I-S pp W 4S *■ »■ P. Hi.tory So**,. 

C. Kurmavibhaga, Ch 58 

1. Ch, XIV, V. 6, Ch. XVI. 
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-if found in the Mat$yaP and the Bmhmmda Pumnas ® The 
- Purana refers to Pragjyotisa when recounting the story 

Xaraka 10 Eharata also while referring to the countries where 
f Oora-Magadhl literary style was prevalent mentions Pragjyotisa 
me adjoining countries of the east; Prtigjyotisuh pulindasca 
:: e hastamraliptakdh prdcya prabhriiayas cairn yoyjanti hyodra 
-yzdhim. 11 The Kdvyamimdmsa of Rajasekhara also places 
- -=A otis^j Tiamraliptaka and the Pundra countries in the east. 12 

ihe Kdlikd Purana says, “formerly Brahma staying here created 
stars ; so the city is called Pragjyotisapura, a city equal to the 
or Indr a. 13 This etymological explanation given by the 
HPikd Purana has been followed by the historians of Assam, Gait 
- Ites j Prdg means former or eastern and jyoiisa a star, astrology, 
shining, Pragjyotisapura may be taken to mean the city of Eastern 
Astrology, The name is interesting in connection with the reputa¬ 
tion which the country has always held as a land of magic and in¬ 
cantation and with the view that it w r as in Assam that the Tantrik 
form of Hinduism originated*'. 14 K. L, Barua accepts the etymology 
but reads in it a different connotation. It is significant that to the 
immediate east of the town of Gauhati there is a temple on the 
crest of a hill known as Citrgcala, and this temple is dedicated to 
the Navagrahas or the nine planets. It is probable that this temple 
is the origin of the name Pragjyotisapura. 15 Pragjyotisa according 
to Dr. Kakati seems to be connected with topographical features of 
the land rather than with any religious cult. 16 Earlier references 
clearly illustrate that Pragjyotisa or Pragjyotisapura was on ex¬ 
tensive hills. These topographical features of Pragjyotisa as des¬ 
cribed in the earlier texts correspond to an Austria formation like 
Pagar-juh (jo)-tic (c = eh ), meaning a region of extensive high 
hills. Thus Pragjyotisa may be a Sanskritisation of a non-Aryan 
formation, 17 

8, Ch. 114, V. 5 } 45, 

9, Bha, 1G. 

10, Bk. XII. 

11 L NdtyaMstm, ch. XIV, V. 45-47, 

12. Ch, 17. 

1.3, 39/126. 

14. History of Assam, p. 15, 

15. Early History of Kam.aruya, p. 15. 

16. The Mother Goddess Kdmdkhyu, p. 16, 

17. Ibid, 
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IV. KAMARUPA 

Assam was known as Kamarupa during the medieval period. It 
is described in the Kdlikd Purdna that immediately after Naraka of 
Mithila became king of Assam and was placed in charge of the 
goddess Kamakhya, the name of the province was changed from 
Pragjyofisa to Kamarupa. The earliest epigraphic references to 
Kamarupa is however to be found in the well-known Allahabad 
inscription of S amu drag up t a, where Kamarupa is mentioned as 
frontier territory* 13 In classical Sanskrit literature Pragjyotisa and 
Kamarupa both occur side by side ; for instance, in Kalidasa. In 
the story of RaglnTs digvijaya as given in the Raghuvamsa the hero 
first came to Pragjyotisa and then to Kamarupa after having crossed 
the Lauhitya* 19 Yadavapi'akasa (e 1000 A.D.) in his Vaijayantt 
mentions Pragjyotisa and Kamarupa (Pragjyotisa Kamarupa prag- 
jdtika)^ Rajasekhara {c 900 A.D.) refers to Prajyotisa as a 
country and Kamarupa as a mountain. 21 The Jain lexicographer 
Hemacandra (c 1200 A.D,) says, “ the Pmgjyotisas are the Kama- 
rupas , \ 22 Furusottama also states that Pragjyotisa is Kamarupa, 23 
Yosodhara (c 1300 A.D.) the author of the Jayamangald commen¬ 
tary on the Kdmasutra places Kamarupa as a country of the eastern 
region (gauda Kdmarupakdh prdcya visesah) , 24 The MaSjitsn- 
mida-kalpa puts it near the Himalayas. 25 

In some of the later Puranas the name appears in a different 
context. The Siva Pur ana. states that in Sahyadri there was a 
country named Kamarupa which was conquered by a Raksasa 
named Bhxma. £G Both Vdyu 21 and Brahmmula 28 Puranas referring 
to the peaks of the mountain Devakuta and their dwellers, mention 
the Kamarupa raksasas, 

Hiuen Tsiang called it Ka-mo-lu-p’o. 29 Alberuni called the place 
Kamru. Mahommedan conquerors referred to it as Kamru or Kam- 

18. C. L U Vol, III. 

19. IV, 81 ; VII, 17, 

20. D. C. Ganguli: Jadava Prakasa on the Ancient Geography of India, 
l, H, Q. XIX, pp, 214 if. 

21. Kavya p, 92, 

22. A b hidhdnac hi td■) n ani , p. 381. 

23. Trikind a T p. 93. 

24. Kdmasutra^ p H 225. 

25. An Imperial History of India, p. 32. 

26. Ch. XXXXVIIL 

27. Ch. XXXX. 

28. Ch. XXXXIV. 

29 Watters, Vol II, p, 1.87fT, 
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:ud. The Bauddha-Gdn-O-Dohd and the Hamgauri-Samvada men¬ 
tion it as Kamaru. Dr. Kakati holds that perhaps popularly the 
country was known as Kamru or Kamrut (d) 30 

The KdUkd Parana and the Yoginl Tantra, both connected 
with the religious history and geography of mediaeval Assam, 
describe the country as Kamarupa, The name Kamarupa accord¬ 
ing to the legends of these texts is associated with Kamadeva, the 
god of love. It is here that Kama was sent by the gods to put an 
end to Siva's mourning after the death of his consort and to 
awaken in him again the passion of creation. He was burnt to 
ashes at the angry glance of the great god, but later recovered his 
original form (riipa); so the name Kamarupa* 

SarahhTin e tn'dgn i ?ilrdagdhah Kamah Sambhor amignthat 

Tatra rupam yatah prdpya Kdmarupam tato bhavet 

(K P. Ch. 51). 

During the medieval period Kamarupa became a centre of Tantric 
worship and came to be considered the most sacred place, especially 
the temple of Kamakhya where the Devi was adored. This wor¬ 
ship of the goddess and the very names of Kamakhya and Kama¬ 
rupa have led Dr. Kakati to consider that the cult was probably 
derived from some pre-Aryan divinity. He further connects 
Kamarupa with such Austria formations as Kamru or Kamrut 
which in San tali is a name for a lesser divinity. 31 The term Kama¬ 
rupa (Kamakhya) symbolised a new cult, and in exaltation of it 
the province itself was re-christened. 32 

V. SHAPE, SIZE AND BOUNDARY 

Both according to the KdUkd Purdna and the Yoginl Tantra ? 
Kamarupa was triangular in shape (trikoiiakdram) and hundred 
yojanas in length spreading over an area of thirty yojanas 
(trimmdyojanavistirnam dirghena satayojanam) . 33 The Visnu 
Parana states that the country extended around the temple of 

30. See also The Mother Goddess Kdmakhyd, p. 7. 

31. .Assamese, its Formation and Development, p. 53-4. 

32. The Mother goddess Ktimtikhyti, p. G. 

33. The K. P. has the following verse : 

Karatoyd nadl purvvam ydvaddikkamvdsimm / 

Tri ms a d-yoj anav isiirnam dirghena sat a yojanam / / 

Trikonam Krsnavarnahca pmbhutdcala-puritom / 

Nadt-sata-samuyuktani Uamariipam, pmkirtitam // ch. 51. 
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Kamarupa (which was in the centre of Kamarupa) in all directions 
for 100 jojanas. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang who visited the court of 
Ehaskaravarman in 643 A.D. stated that the country of Kamarupa 
was more than a myriad li or, 1667 miles in circuit.. The pilgrim 
travelled from Pun-na-fa-tan-na (Pundravar dhana or North Ben¬ 
gal) on the east more than 900 li or 150 miles; crossed a large 
river and reached Ka-mo-lu-p’o (KamStfupa ). The T’ang-Shu 
refers to this large river as Ka-lo-tu, by which probably was intend¬ 
ed Karatoya, The pilgrim says that to the east of Kamarupa was 
a series of hills and hillocks without any principal city stretching 
to south-western China, 34 

In the Tang-ShU; Kamarupa is described as being 1600 U to the 
west of Upper Burma beyond the black mountains. It was situated 
in Eastern India., 600 li to the south of Pundravar dhana with the 
river Kalotu between the two countries. 

The Yogini Tmvtra traces the frontiers of Kamarupa thus ; 

Nepalasya Kcincanddrim btaliviaputrasya sangamam 
karatoymn samdrahhya yavad dikkaravdsmim 
uttarasydm kanjagirih karatoyd tu vascime 
tirthasresthd diksunadi purvasydm girikanyaka 
daksine brahmaputrasya laksaydh samgamavadhi 
kamarupa iti khydtah sarvasdstrem niscitah 

“ From the mountains Kahcana in Nepal up to the confluence of 
the Brahmaputra, from the Karatoya to Dikkaravasini the northern 
limit is the mount Kahja, in the west of Karatoya, in the east the 
Diksu, (daughter of the mountains), in the south the confluence 
of the Laksa with the Brahmaputra ; this is the territory which all 
treatises call by the name of Kamarupa ? \ 35 The Kahcana Is 

The Y. T. echoes the same verse in the following: 
Trim&ad-yojana-vistmiam dirghena satayojwnam / 

Kdmarupam vijdmhi Itdkondkdramxittamam / / 

Isdne caivtt keddro v&ydvy&m gajasdsanah / / 

Daksine sang ante dein I dksdyah brahmaretasah / 

Trikonamekam jdmM surusura-xiamaskrtah // I II * * * * 

# * S # 

Kdm&'i'upam mjdniyat satkonam ca pragarbhakam / / 

Tatpunyam tat samara, vettha navavyuham trimandalam / 
Parvatairdaxabhiytiktam vedimadhyam prakirtUtam // Y.T, H/I, 

34. Watters, Vol. II. ' 

35. VI, 1G-18, 
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probably Kunchenjunga ; Dikkaravashh is the Dikrang river and 
Diksu is modern Dikhau which falls in the Brahmaputra near 
Sibsagar. The confluence of Laksa and the Brahmaputra is in the 
Mymensiiig District, The Karatoya which now runs through 
North Bengal and falls in the Yamunh in the Pabna District, mark¬ 
ed the western boundary of Kamarupa. Thus, Kamarupa included 
roughly the Brahmaputra valley, Bhutan, Cooch-Behar and North 
Bengal, According to a verse alluded to in the Kumdkhyd T ctntrci, 
die lull Tripura, Lushai-Kuki hills. Kbasi and Jaintia Hill district] 
Cachar, Manipur, Chittagong and even a part of Burma were 
included in the territory of Kamarupa (Tripura Kakckacaiva 
myanti mamcandrikd kdchdn magadhi devl asyem-sapta parvatdh ). 

The Kdlikd Pumna states that Kamarupa abounds in many 
rmls (prabhutacalapuritmn) with a hundred rivers flowing through 
it (nadisatasamayuktam). According to the Skanda Purdna 
Kamarupa has nine lakh villages (Kdmampas ca gr&rmndm 
nav al a ksa-pra kirtitah ). 

VI. DIVISIONS OF KAMARUPA 

ft is said above that the Kdlikd Purdna speaks of four great 
pithas of India (i.e., Odra, Jdlakiila, Purnapitha and KYimarupa) 
and considers the whole of Kamarupa to be one pith a. According to 
uie same Pur ana Karatoya was the western boundary of Kamarupa. 
The Yogim Tantra is more elaborate and detailed in its description 
oi the geography of Kamarupa. Herein for the first time, we get 
an accurate description not only of the four boundaries of Kama- 
mpa but also of its different divisions. The Yogiffi Tantra splits 
up Kamarupa into nine pithas. 37 viz, (1) Panyakhya, (2) Madhya 

36. Gait, p, 17. 

37 . Aranyancaiva bhargasyetyevamdranyakatrayam 
Uttaro brahmaksetranca daksiue sdgarodadhih 
P'U'Tv b codayakutanca pas cat sriparvatctm jiriye 
Etanmadliyatamavi prtham punyakhyam ndma ntimatah 
Madhyapitham mahapitUam yatm Mmesvaro bhavet 
Tatra piths hi devesi yati c&mpavatl nadi 

*** *** *** 

(Y + T. 11/1) 

Picchilti va daksinato gautamasya t nahaphala 
- wive a vaTaavAidAvi ydvat karatoya ca pasclrtie 
Daksine mandasailasca hyuttam vihagdcalah 
Prastdre yojcnmrddham cay time panca yojanam 
Liatrayanca irisrotastaihd pancodbhavam dasa 
As - c x on erica sa Umaram y a tra dak bar a v asini 
hiiiyam vamti sa devl jhtiAwdOdiytinena muktida 
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Pitha (3) Nila Pitha, (4) Saumara, (5) Hayatamra, (6) Sivatalpa, 
0) Varahi, (8) Kolvapltha and (9) Sripitha, In another context 
it refers to another pitha called Ratnapitha. The geographical 
boundaries of these divisions are. however, not clear except in the 
cases of Punyakhya, Nflapltha, Saumara, and Sriplthas. Funya- 
phha was bounded on the north by Brahmaksetra, on the soutli by 
sea, on the east by Udayakuta, and on the west by the Sri moun¬ 
tain (2/1-32). Nllapitha was on the north western (vayava) 
diiection of the Dikkara (2/1-44). Saumara was bounded on the 
east by the Saurasila forest, on the west by the Svarna river, on 
the south by Brahmayupa and oil the north by the Mlnasa lake. 
Saumara Pitha was hexangular in shape. On the east of Sripitha 
is Pancatirtha, on the west the Dhanada river, on the south the 
Patrarakhya forest and on the north the Karuvaka forest. The 
11 amgauri Samvada 38 divides Kamarupa into four pithas with 
clearly marked boundaries, viz. (1) Ratnapitha between the Kara- 
toya and the Svarnakosa ; (2) Kamapitha between the Svarna- 
ltosa and the Kapila ; (3) Svarna pitha between the Puspaka and 
the Bhairavl; (4) Saumara between the BhairavT and the Dikrang, 

karatoyam samdsadya svarnakosanadcmtakam ' 
rainapitheti tarn lokfi gay anti girinandini j 
svarnnakosam samdsadya ydvattu kapilinadhn | 
k am tip itham ini a vn lolzti gay anti suvavandite 11 
rupikantu samarabhya ydvattu bhairavinadhn 1 
svarnapitheti tam loka, gay anti girisambhave 

Tatra devyah pasad&m sthitim gacchanti ndnyaihd 
Dikkarasya ca vayavye nllapitham sudurllabham 
Ya.tra kdmesvari devi yonimudrd-svarupini 
Sahasrayojandydniam ha vatamr ancu pancamam 
Prastare in vydmahinam kola pith am prakirttitam 
Sawmtirakhyavt maMpitham sivatalpahca plthaham 
Vakrasaivesvaram ling am. yatra vai kamald slid 

*** *** ** t 

Pairdkhyd (pancdkhyd. ?) daksine miva iuttarc kurubakcivanam 
Ptanmadhyagatarn devi sripitha m nwmatah 

Y. T. 11/1. 

Eafnapitlian tu sadhastam lohitydscaivatuttare 

Y. T. 11/2. 

.18. The manuscript is not dated. But the last king of Kamarupa rnem- 
tioned in the text is Kamala who died In Saka Year 1731 (1800 A.D,). Kamala 
is no doubt, the Ahom King Kamalesvara, who reigned from 1790 to 1818 A.D. 
(vide Gate i A History of Assam p. 218-222), Dr. P. C. Bagchi partially edited 
the manuscript in 1. H. Q. XV III, pp. 231-260 under the title “A New Source of 
the Political History of Assam/ 1 
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Bhairavlntu samdsddya ydvaddikkaravdhimm | j 

Saumdrapithamdkhydtam l oka gay anti sundari , 39 1 1 

This division into four pitlias is regarded as classical in later docu¬ 
ments but it is also enumerated in different orders as Kamaprtha, 
Katnapitha, Bliadrapltha 3 and Saumara. The Svarnapitha of the 
previous category of four may be the Hemapltha mentioned by 
Kalidasa ; 10 

Vll. LIST OF TOPOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

The list is arranged in an alphabetical order. The abbrevia¬ 
tions used are: 

C. — City r F,— Forest; G.C. Kathdguru-Canta edited by Prof. U. C. 
Lekharu ; H, — Hill ; H.G.S. — Haragauri 'Samvada; K.B .—Kaamrupar Burajip, 
edited by Dr, S. K. Bhuyan ; KJP .—Kalikti Parana ; K.S. ^ Kdvutmpa Sasa- 
ndvall | Ks,—Ksetra ; L—Lake; M.—Mandala ; Mt.— Mountain; O.D.B.L.’— 
The Origin and Development of the Bengali Language; P. —- Place ; Pi.— 
Pitha ; R,—River; T. —Tank; TI. — Til th a ; Y,T,— Yogim T antra; V.— 
Village; Vis.—Visaya, M. G. K,—The Mother Goddess Kamakhya, 


AbUsiiravufaka (V.) — It is on the western side of Trisrota river. 
King Vanamala made a gift of this village to Brahmana 
Indoka (K.&.). 

Acyutasarovara (L.)—On the south of Manasa. Ablution here 
leads to Acyutapada (Y.T). 

Adilya (M,T.)—On the northern side of Kamarupa (Y.T., II/6). 

Agada (R)— It is in the Purvapitha and rises from the Himalayas. 
One is freed from diseases and attains emancipation by bath¬ 
ing here in the month of Rartika (K.P. 3 Ch. 77). It is one of 
the five rivers of Nandi-’tirtha. 

Agastya (TL)—It is on the south of Gahgasagaratirtha. Here 
reside both Mahldeva and Visnu. One attains the merits of 
bathing in the Puskaratlrtha by ablution here on the tenth 
bright Monday (Sukld dasami) of the month of Magha or 
Rartika (Y.T., II/5). 

39. P r C. Bagchi : A new Source of the Political History of Kamarupa 

Ibid, p. 250. 

40. The Mother Goddess Kdmdkhyd , p. 3, 


3 







